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“It is the supreme art of the
teacher to awaken joy in creative

expression and knowledge.”
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“THE P\URPOSE OF LEARNING IS GROWTH,

AND O\UR MINDS, \UNLIKE O\UR BODIES,
CAN CONTIN\/E GROWING

AS LONG AS WE LINVE.”
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19 September 2007

Welcome! I am excited to be your child’s Language
Arts teacher and consider it a privilege to teach and
work with your child. I have taught Language Arts for
the past seven years and have spent the last eighteen
years involved in various youth work. I've been
blessed to have opportunities in the field of education
as a teacher trainer and facilitator of GATE, technology
coach, AVID teacher, School Site Council member, and
English department chair. A few years ago, I was
honored when recognized as Teacher of the Year for
the Long Beach Unified School District (Lakewood
Chamber of Commerce, 2004). Currently, my wife and
I are involved as trainers for the Orange County Council
for GATE and for the Placentia Yorba Linda Unified

School District’s Professional Development Academy.

Whether it is teaching, supporting, or conferencing, I
am always eager to do whatever I can to make a
positive impact on all students, their parents, and
fellow colleagues. There is a sense of fulfillment and
enjoyment when working with and encouraging young

people!

I will make every effort to be available to support you
and your child for her/his education. My commitment
to you and to your child is to ensure that this year is
successful and memorable intellectually, academically,

socially, and emotionally.

STANDARDS

Philosopher Francis Bacon once said, “Reading makes a full
man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact man.”
For the next nine months there will be much reading,
writing, speaking, listening, and collaborating with the goal
of helping your child maximize and go beyond her/his
potential. Using the standards for English education found
in the Reading/Language Arts Framework for California
Public Schools as a guide for instruction, | will endeavor to
help every student achieve fluency and competency in

English.

METH2DS oF INSTRUCTIGN

To ensure a successful and rigorous experience in the
Language Arts, listed below are a few of the methods of
differentiated classroom instruction based on current
research for best practices in education that will be utilized
this year:

O Essentiol Elements of Effective Instruction
Socrotic Seminors
Writer's Workshop
Literoture Circles
Tiered Assignments
Multiple Intelligences/Leorning Styles-Modolities
Cooperotive Leorning Groups
Deductive/Inductive Reosoning
The Elements of Depth ond Complexity

Content Imperotives
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The Parallel Curriculum
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listen, and speak t/voug/n‘fu// , articu/atc/y, and
ski//fu//y fora variety of audiences and purposes.

WRITING

Basic Text:
Q  Fements of Writing
Main Method of Instruction:
Q  Writer's Workshop
Domains:
Diagnostics, Process Papers, In-Class Timed Writing
Genres:
Expository
Literary Analysis
Narratives
Functional Documents

LITERATURE

Basic Text:
Q  The Language of Literature
Main Method of Instruction:
O  Reader’s Workshop, Literature Circles
Genres:
Short Stories
Poetry
Novels
Non-Fiction




